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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Budget-Making for Maine Towns: And a
Comparative Analysis of the Expenditures of Certain Maine Municipalities The adoption of an up-to-date system
of budget-making by Maine towns is an essential step in the solution of their financial problem. The financial
problem of the typical Maine town is to make both ends meet. That problem is becoming more and more
difficult. Population and property valuation are increasing but slowly (in many towns not at all) while the
demands for new and better services are growing by leaps and bounds. The citizens are demanding a pure and
adequate water supply; inspected milk; better schools with domestic science, manual-training and commercial
courses; better lighted streets; and good roads. Such demands must be met by the town which hopes to induce
desirable citizens to make their homes within its borders, to draw new industries, and to share in the lucrative
summer trade. The typical town, however, desires to meet these new demands without raising the tax-rate or
increasing the valuation. For a high tax-rate, it is believed, is not only burdensome to the property owners but
drives away new industries; and an increased valuation increases, disproportionately, the burden of the county
and the state tax. What solution, then, have our towns discovered? A large number have followed the line of
least resistance. They have provided the new services and the improvements without raising revenue, sufficient
to pay for them. The result has been an annual deficit. The deficit, piling up year after year, in due time has
been bonded and bequeathed for payment to the next generation. Statistics presented by the Census Bureau
give a clear picture of the situation....
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