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BUDDHISM AND BUDDHIST LITERATURE IN EARLY INDIAN
EPIGRAPHY, FIRST EDITION

Munshiram Manoharlal Publishers Pvt Ltd, New Delhi, 2002. Hardcover. Book Condition: New. 23 cms. 216pp.
This is the first detailed authentic record of Buddhism as depicted in the inscriptions of ancient India. In this
scholarly work the author discusses the significance of inscriptions and shows how they, as primary source
material, play a major role in providing the factual underpinnings of the social, political, religious, cultural, and
literary history of early India. This work, based both on the authors original study of the inscriptions of the
period and the extant literature on the subject, provides an in-depth account, on the one hand, of the richness
and variety of the information provided by them and; on the other, a description of the development of
Buddhism in Asokas time. By skilfully weaving together all the available information, the author is able to paint
a vivid portrait of Asoka, the great Mauryan ruler, and his munificent patronage of and active steps in
furthering the Buddhist faith. He shows too that following the Second Buddhist Council the Buddhist world saw
a schism in the Buddhist Samgha and the formation of two major sects: the Sthaviravada or the Hinayana, on
the one hand, and the Theravada or the Mahasamghika, on the other, and that from these about eighteen sub-
sects were born. Drawing upon some hitherto untapped inscriptional sources, this study shows how these sub-
sects came into existence, their central tenets and doctrines, and their development under the patronage of the
rulers of the time who played an extremely active role in their growth and development. This work is thus a
valuable addition to the earlier literature on the subject, widening and deepening its ambit, and should prove of
great value to historians and research scholars, and other readers interested in the development of Buddhism
in...
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Wiley. Hardcover. Book Condition: New. Hardcover. 279 pages. Dimensions: 9.3in. x 6.2in. x
1.2in.Praise for MULTIPLE STREAMS OF INTERNET INCOMEIf ever the world needed some help
to succeed on the Internet, thisisthe moment....
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Independent Publishers Group (IPG) - Chicago Review Press, 2009. Hardcover. Book
Condition: New. Revisiting well-loved characters from a past adventure, this picture book
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