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of the Decisions of the State Superintendent In submitting the following work to the inhabitants and oCicers of
school districts, the various town and county oCicers charged with the local administration of the common
school system in its several departments, and the public generally, the compiler has been actuated by an
earnest desire to diCuse as widely as possible, a more thorough and accurate knowledge of the history and
details of that system than has hitherto appeared, having been connected with the department of Common
Schools, with a slight interval, for the past fourteen years, during which period five successive Superintendents
have been in oCice, and the system has undergone numerous important modifications, the necessary materials
for a complete digest of its various provisions, as well as for the requisite adaptation of the numerous
expositions, decision? and instructions of the department, to the present state of the law, were probably more
fully within his reach than that of any other individual. The volume of Laws and Decisions prepared and
published by Gen. Dix in 1837, however valuable for its intrinsic interest, and for its clear and lucid exposition of
the fundamental principles of our system of public instruction, has become to a very great extent inapplicable
to this existing details of that System; and where relied upon as a guide, by oCicers of districts, of towns and
counties, must necessarily embarrass and mislead. The...
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