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planting four posts in the ground in the form of a square, the posts being forked at the top to receive transverse
beams. Against the beams other timbers are inclined the lower extremities of which describe a circle, or nearly
so, the interstices being filled with small twigs, the whole thickly overlaid with willows, rushes, and grass, and
plastered over with mud laid on very thick. A hole is left in the top for smoke to pass out, and another at the side
for a door. The door opens a few steps distant from the main building on the surface of the ground, from
which, by a gradual descent through a covered passage, the interior of the hut is reached. The door is of wood,
and the aperture large enough to admit a favorite horse to the family circle, which is often done. These
buildings are located within fifteen or twenty feet of each other without any regard to regularity. They cultivate
considerable land, each family separating its little farm from their neighbors by rush fences. Corn is their
principal dependence, of which they raise considerable quantities. The work is done entirely by the women, the
primitive hoe being their only implement. They generally have quite a surplus, which they trade to the Dakotas
and to the fur companies. The Arickarees are quite expert in manufacturing a very serviceable kind of pottery,
neatly shaped, and well adapted for cooking purposes. They are of clay, hand wrought, but not glazed. At the
present time they number 900, and are associated with 600 Gros Ventres and 420 Mandans at...
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