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Language: English . Brand New Book. White people declared that the South would rise again. Black people
raised one fist and chanted for black power. Somehow we negotiated a space between those poles and learned
to sit in classrooms together . . . Lawyers, judges, adults declared that the days of separate schools were over,
but we were the ones who took the next step. History gave us a piece of itself. We made of it what we could. Jim
Grimsley More than sixty years ago, the Supreme Court ruled in Brown v. Board of Education that America s
schools could no longer be segregated by race. Critically acclaimed novelist Jim Grimsley was eleven years old
in 1966 when federally mandated integration of schools went into eBect in the state and the school in his small
eastern North Carolina town was first integrated. Until then, blacks and whites didn t sit next to one another in a
public space or eat in the same restaurants, and they certainly didn t go to school together. Going to one of the
private schools that almost immediately sprang up was not an option for Jim: his family was too poor to pay
tuition, and while they shared the community s dismay over the mixing of the races, they had no choice but to
be on the front lines of his school s desegregation. What he did not realize until he began to meet these new
students was just how deeply ingrained his own prejudices were and how those prejudices had developed in him
despite the fact that prior to starting sixth grade, he had actually never known any black people. Now, more
than forty years later, Grimsley...
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