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Leslie Gourse, Martin French, This handsome volume contains the stories of fourteen fabulous women, blues
and jazz singers all. Their art reflected their backgroundsaoften small, poverty-ridden towns in the Southaand
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own personal style. Jazz historian Leslie Gourseas biographies of Bessie Smith, Ethel Waters, Mildred Bailey,
Mabel Mercer, Billie Holiday, Ella Fitzgerald, Anita OaDay, Peggy Lee, Dinah Washington, Sarah Vaughan, Betty
Carter, Rosemary Clooney, Cassandra Wilson, and Diana Krall offer a fascinating glimpse into American history
and a continually evolving musical genre.
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